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[ atappad aaunttn&_ay_a;tha mamant I started aauntmg nights. The first phana aall [ make araund 7 pm ":::f'?'f

18 aptlmlatta it’s tha aall ta aay we’re laavmg the agency. Then aamas the 8 pm call, the one to suggest . -
; laavmg my- ahara af tha maal on a plata in the micro-wave ready to be heated up when I gat back. = __ "
Then comes the Iﬂ pm call Whl(ﬂ‘l puta an and to any hope of gattmg back home before the gravayard | = | :’
slot TV ahawa S ' | | - f
ltfa 15 ranmng away fram_ I can’t halp but think of all the good times I'm bamg daprwad -
~of. Meals, takan aat dawn ata real tabla on a plate, with cutlary Panalty kicks in the gardan with my. : ._ t
aaa who is mara aaaitad than if he were playing the World Cup final. - e — wb}}:
Than aama tha first maatmga with tha altant First of a very lﬂng series. Each and avary pamt '_ | : J‘?
1S dlaauaaad aad dabatad fram the usual "Sa is this supposed to be fuany'?” “How about puttmg
the climax at the bagﬂmmg‘?” "l hka the idea but where’s my praduat'?“ to the most mmm'-nf -datalla,-: -
the color of the aky, tha shada of blua of the sky, the actor’s smile, tha whltanaaa af tha taath n .
tha smiling actor’s mauth Everything. ST < x
As creatives, yaa gat ‘used to being ahanna[ad gu:dad cantral]att and avan castrated But tha'_' o
attuatmn is ﬂtppad over durmg tha ﬁlmmaktng process. The creative baaamaa the raaaanabla EEI_'EH
Tha one that pravanta the dll‘ECtDl‘ from havin g ideas. Tha one who is too angrasaad In hIS ﬁlm ta even
see the free food, aaurtaay of'the praduatlan team. He might even be tha one raaaaurmg tha allant
Late at mght [ maka my- way back to the hotel and I fall aalaap as soon as my head hlIS tha ptllaw | #
Jatlag has me awaka a mere 3 hours later. I make the most of this early rise to thmk abaut my faattly--' :.'.-'- : —
life for a mamant Eaplammg the ﬂffﬂldﬂ rule to the wife for the umpteenth timé while watchmg a =
Champlan s Laagua game, tha gutlty aattafacttan [ faal whan she goes off to bed Iaavmg me alanah = | 2
with the Playatatlan { e e | | | o e .' ‘“
| : uPaat—ptadaatma 18 tha parfact appartumty to braatha ltfa into an idea. It’s also the best moment to
L= s kl“?t It’s Juat_a't‘aatter of days It’s short. So short that we havmra to ntal;-t'hemn;at &E&E | = - T“::
mmuta S0 muah SO that yau begin to think that by the time you get home your own chtldran wﬂl call" = oo :’:
The altuati'att then baaamaa simply impossible. Far more awful than the hours spaﬁt.'-liataﬂiag 0 - - »%
the kids recitin g the times table or the talk-shows my wife likes to watch involving paternity tests ami['rff | -~

STIs, and more often than not, both.
~ We then reach a aampramlaa The same as usual. The client gata his vmca—avar and at tD kaap

my comedic mnmant Naw all that remains is to create ahartar vartatlana of thlaGU aaaan@ap %
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z Most of the time I wonder if we’re-even talking the same language as this agency. The rest of the time I’m sure we aren’t,

Thus brief is crystal clear _thﬂilgh.'we*rﬂ launching this new product and we want it to sell. 32 % penetration rate and
a 12 % market share me'ﬁjﬁt year. [ mean, I’m not speaking a foreign language here. What we need is a creation serving

etticiency. 1 hope they will end up surprising us by coming up with the idea we’re E:xpeetmg They probably need

~_ sometime. I gave .them 3 days to work on the project again. That should be enough.

ﬁ I’ve been waiting f-::_nr this moment ever since | graduated from Business School. Maynard chose the moment perfectly,
Retiringjus{_whtén I’'m launching my new prnduct is a God sent gift. If this campaign is a success and the sales hit
the roof, I’'m sure the position will be mine. I’ve already started to adapt my schedule to hours more suitable for

—a Vice Chairman-to-be. Nobody leaves the office after me. I’'m now alsoon a ﬁrst:name basis with the sushi delivery boy,
i think he wants me to be his children’s Godfather. | '

|Z( It’s always'vé:}f entertaining to meet creatives. They really work an entirely different trade. It wouldn’t even cross my
mind to go to work unshave:n But what strikes me most is their carefreeness. I don’t think they real]y understand how
important their work is, and what is at stake. It’s a bit like putting our 3 year-old children in charge of the nuclear
weapon launch buttﬂn Nevertheless the changes we’ve asked them to make to the EtDrbeard are clear: my product
is only on the screen for a cnuple of seconds, the so-called comedic moment lacks any comedy WhﬁtSﬂﬂ‘u’ﬂI‘ and a blue
sky would be much more msplratmnal ' _ = % o : J

B/ The set chosen for the film was sunny countryside, but the week-long shooting will take place in South Africa. i
This solution 1s supposedly the cheapest D'pt'i{.:un;-* . 10 hour plane flight, 3 hour drive and just one hour’s sleep to reach the
set and stay sat in front of a TV screen which is smaller than the one I have in my kitchen. Any di‘scussinn ﬁr’ith

: the Polish director is impossible and aﬁyway he speaks English with a Finnish accent that is so strong that it sounds like

E( he’s speaking an ancient Chinese dialect to me. '

The film is shot. Have I made the right decisions?-Was I firm enough? The creative team looks rather satisfied. But

have they understood that creativity isn’t measured based on the laughs you get from the audlence or how weli the 1dea
was executed or even in terms of creative awards? It’s mﬁtasurecl in boxes. anes filled with my products w}uch wﬂl be
decisive as far as my future is concerned. In the superstores and hypermarkﬂts m{:lustr}' you can’t cheat. You sell or you
don’t. Sink or swim. ' | |

M Pmt-pmductmn 1s a very satisfying mﬁment The “it won’t work™ serenadé the creative team has been giving me for
months is met with a pleasant reality check it works rather well. The packshot duration has yet to be doubled though,
the size of the logo has also to be made 3 times bigger, and a voiceover must be added to the final sequence without
forgetting the jingle to enhance memorization. Then the spot will be perfect. |

M The closer we get to the end, the more | feel the stress. The quantity and quality tests are finished thnugh, I shnuld

relax. After all, the consumer is always right. But my future life depends on the decisions taken by this r;e:sentatw&, .
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sample of the population. Thanks to them everything can change. A better car park spa?:é,. carpet in my office, |

company car and the salary that goes with the position.
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The agency finally accepted the modifications. At last. This film represents 72% of inj,f yearly budget 13 meeﬁ _'. :"_"_- j.
359 e-mails and 12? phone calls. It will be on air tomorrow and [ have never been so worriediin my Entire hfe - et




